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     Robin and Linda Williams have thrilled folk, bluegrass and country audiences through 
America for more than twenty years.  From their many appearances on "A Prairie Home 
Companion" and "The American Radio Company" to Austin City Limits and The Grand Old 
Opry, the Williams' music reaches deep into American traditions and encompasses all that's 
best in country music.   On Saturday, March 13 th at 7:30 p.m. they will bring this wonderful 
music to the LAFTA stage at the Loft At The Mill, 8th and P St.   
   Robin and Linda will be  joined by Their Fine Group.  The four piece ensemble includes 
premier Bluegrass mandolinist Jimmy Gaudreau and Jim Watson, a founding member of 
The Red Clay Ramblers,  on bass and with his distinctive harmony vocals.  Billboard 
Magazine says the Williams’ songs are “Beautifully crafted songs and sweet, sailing 
harmonies...Every song is memorable.”  David McCarty of Bluegrass Unlimited writes, “This 
is the real deal, the kind of heartfelt, genuine musical performance that built the foundation 
of all country and bluegrass music decades ago yet remains timeless and appealing across 
the ages.” 
     Robin and Linda’s  new CD “Deeper Waters” has just been released to rave reviews.  "Deeper Waters” is a testament 
to the stories that are seldom told yet lived in every community, era, and household." Thom Jurek in All Music Guide.   
      Concert tickets are available at the door for $12 for members, $15 for non members and students with id for $8.  Children
under 12 are $1.  Tickets can also be purchased online at http://lafta.nebraska.edu .

     Cheryl Wheeler has to be seen to be appreciated, and you can see her on the LAFTA stage at 
the Loft at The Mill on Saturday, April 3 at 7:30 p.m.   Nothing you read and nothing you hear from 
her album prepares you for how good a performer she is. From her albums you can tell that she is a 
gifted songwriter with a beautiful voice. From other people's comments about her you can learn that 
she is a natural story teller with a fantastic sense of humor. But until you see her in person, you never 
really believe what you've been told about her.  Cheryl's concerts are more like what you would find 
at a comedy club than expect to find at a folk music concert. She will tell a story that has you rolling 
in the aisles, and then sing a song that leaves you wiping tears from your eyes. She will talk about 
some serious current event, and then sing a song that will have you howling with laughter. Her entire 
concert is a emotional roller coaster. She will perform with Kenny White.

     Tickets are available at the door for $12 for members, $15 for non members and students with id for $8.  Children under
12 are $1.  Tickets can also be purchased online at http://lafta.nebraska.edu .

Cheryl Wheeler brings a heart of beauty with a barbed 
wire tongue to the stage April 3.

     Dave Moore did most of his growing up in Iowa and is something of a legend for his songwriting 
and prowess on blues guitar, button accordion and harmonica. Dirty Linen says “The truth is that 
Dave Moore is one of America’s finest songwriters. He can pull memories from a battered Gibson 
like wrinkled shirts from a road-worn suitcase. He blows harp like he was born with it between his 
lips. And he works the mic as if he was letting us in on the secrets of the world.”  Hear these secrets 
Saturday, May 22 on the LAFTA stage at The Loft at The Mill at 7:30 p.m. .
     Opening act will be Rachel Gaither, a little gal with a large voice from Kansas City .  Tickets are 
available at the door for $12 for members, $15 for non members and students with id for $8. 
Children under 12 are $1.  Tickets can also be purchased online at http://lafta.nebraska.edu .

Multi-instrumentalist Dave Moore wraps
 up the LAFTA season May 22

Robin and Linda Williams and Their Fine Group 
back on the LAFTA stage March 13th



Number 2  2003-2004
The LAFTA NEWSLETTER is published several
times annually by the Lincoln Association for
Traditional Arts, P O Box 30561, Lincoln, NE
68503-0561.  LAFTA is a non-profit organization,
committed to the promotion of folk music and folk
arts in the Lincoln area. For membership or other
information, please call (402) 580-8656 or check
the website at http://lafta.nebraska.com . 

Editor: Kerry L “Butch” Krause
Supporting writers listed by column.

      Just a year ago LAFTA hosted Cliff Eberhardt at a main 
stage concert.  It proved to be an excellent show and Cliff has 
agreed to stop back in Lincoln for a house concert on March 
21 at 6:30 p.m.   If you missed the first show, now’s your 
chance to see a great  entertainer in action.   
     When Cliff released his debut album in 1990, a lot of 
people discovered the musician that songwriters and 

acoustic music fans had raved about for years. Eberhardt is a songwriter and
performer of remarkable passion and wit. Compatriots have long admired his
work, with artists like  Shawn Colvin, Lucy Kaplansky, and Buffy St. Marie
recording his songs.  Eberhardt has performed since age 15, when he hit the club
circuit with his brother. He toured solo for over 10 years before he recorded his
first CD, and played guitar with Richie Havens and Melanie.  
      He is "one of the most original songsmiths currently on tour, a highly intelligent
and articulate artist whose penetrating and profound lyrics are sometimes
overshadowed by his extraordinary guitar playing." The Boston Globe says 
“Eberhardt is a superb singer, with a vast credible range of emotions, and a
soulfulness that draws from rock and pop, but also from the best folk ballad
styles." The New York Post proclaims "Eberhardt sings with passion and with
wit... what makes his brand so rare is the self-assurance and poise he brings to
his nearly flawless show."  
    The concert starts at 6:30 p.m. and donations at the door are $15.  Call 
466-4775 for reservations or e-mail janedell@yahoo.com to RSVP, since seating
is limited and we are expecting a full house. 

Cliff Eberhardt back by demand 
for house concert on March 21

     Environmental engineer-turned-songwriter Andrew 
McKnight is a high energy crowd pleaser for audiences 
nationwide, from intimate unplugged house concerts to 
large stages such as the New Artist showcases at the 
Falcon Ridge Folk, Kerrville Folk and Napa Valley Music 
Festivals. Equal parts Shenandoah Valley storyteller 
and poet blended with the ever-present passions of the 
historian, geographer and naturalist, his rurally-based 
music reflects an oral history built on the past while 
firmly musically rooted in the present; blends wry and 
romantic stories with keen tuneful observations in a 
delicious mix of folk, blues and bluegrass. 
     Andrew frames his stories and observations in a diverse southern " 'mountain
gumbo' brand of music that mixes folk, blues and bluegrass in one appealing and
energetic sound". 
      Andrew's wry insights, vocal richness and bluesy guitar licks have become
distinctive trademarks, whether drawing contemporary parallels to Thomas
Jefferson's relationship with Sally Hemings, penning a letter from the present to
Confederate war hero Colonel John Mosby, or using a Cadillac El Dorado as a
whimsical metaphor for graceful aging. "His ability to write songs left me with
visions of (Bill) Staines, (Dave) Mallett, and (John) Gorka, and I found Andrew
McKnight to be one of the most exciting new contemporary talents to come along

in years." (Tidewater Friends of Folk
Music). Andrew is an exceptional
entertainer and storyteller who is not to
be missed.
    The concert starts at 7:30 p.m. and
donations at the door are $10.  Call
466-4775 for reservations or e-mail
janedell@yahoo.com to RSVP, since
seating is limited. 

April 30 House Concert Presents 
Andrew McKnight

We Want You!
     Are you a LAFTA 
member?    If you are, we 
appreciate the member-
ship.  If you are not, have 
you considered the 
advantages?  Your $10 membership fee 
($15 for families) gives you an immediate 
ticket discount of $3 at the door.  A single 
member needs to go to only 4 concerts 
out of the year and your membership is 
paid for.  A family needs to go to only 3 
concerts to pay for their membership. 
Such a deal!  
     Besides the obvious ticket discount,
your membership fee allows you to vote 
at the annual meeting for board 
members and constitution amendments, 
and puts you on the mailing list for the 
annual concert brochure of upcoming 
events and for mailings about main stage 
and house concerts.  Your membership 
fees helps LAFTA pay for printing and 
postage costs.
    LAFTA is a non profit corporation and 
all concert proceeds go to pay for the 
rental of concert space, cost of the artist, 
postage and advertising, etc.  There are 
no paid personnel; LAFTA is run entirely 
by volunteers.  If you are not a LAFTA 
member but have been enjoying the 
concerts, please keep coming!  If you 
would like to participate in all the benefits 
available, there is a membership 
application form on the back page.  If you 
would like to volunteer to help set up 
the chairs or put them away,  take tickets 
or help in any other way, please do so. 
You might even consider the ultimate 
donation and become a board member!
    Budget restraints keep LAFTA from 

purchasing much commercial 
advertising.  Public service announce-
ments by radio stations such as KFOR 
and KZUM and the local newspapers are 
the extent of our outside advertising. 
Would you be willing to post fliers at the 
office or other places for us? 
Downloadable fliers are available at our 
web site, http://lafta.nebraska.edu.  Just 
print and post; it all helps! 
    There is a volunteer sign up sheet at 
the flier table at each concert.  Otherwise 
give LAFTA a call at 580-8656  to say 
how you can help.  If time is too precious 
for you at present, LAFTA is now 
accepting donations.  For $25 you can 
be a Friend of LAFTA.  For $50 you can 
be an Enthusiast.  For $500 you can be 
a Lifetime Supporter.  If you want to 
donate spare change, that will work too! 
Extra money will go towards upgrading 
the sound system, more advertising and 
a host of other needs.

LAFTA is striving to improve 
each and every year and 
your contributions of time 
or money can certainly 
help.  If you are a member, 
thank you!  If you are not, 
sign up and welcome!



     The Nebraska Humanities Council (NHC) has a new group of humanities
programs that are available at very low cost to schools, libraries, museums,
churches, clubs, and other community groups. For many years the NHC has
sponsored a speakers bureau focused on hour-long presentations. LAFTA
members may recall that LAFTA has sponsored ones on Great Plains fiddle
playing styles by Dave Fowler and Carolyn Johnson and on Native American
folktales by Matt “Sitting Bear” Jones.  
     The new humanities residencies, however can cover anywhere from three
hours to a full day and are focused on folklore, creative writing, local history,
storytelling, and other topics.  One that may be of particular interest to folk music
lovers, is called Hidden Traditions: Discovering Folklore and Folklife in Your
Classroom, Family, or Community.  In this 
residency participants identify examples 
of their own and other local folk traditions. 
For example, many families have certain 
recipes that have become traditional for 
special occasions, occupational groups 
sometimes develop special folk arts that 
express their way of life (like sea chanties 
or cowboy poetry and song), and many 
communities celebrate their ethnic 
heritages with festivals featuring 
traditional music and dance. 
     If a sponsoring group desires, the 
residency can also include learning how 
to document, share, and preserve the traditions that participants identify. Hidden
Traditions residencies are conducted by Gwen Meister, folklorist and Director of
the Nebraska Folklife Network and include slides and examples of Nebraska folk
arts, and fun activities designed to illuminate the folklore hidden in our daily lives.
The activities and information can be geared to audiences from young people in
upper elementary grades to adults.
     Some of the additional special topics that a residency may include are: 
• Family Folklore: naming traditions, “reading” family pictures, interpreting family
treasures. 
• Folk Performance: traditional music and song, dance, recitations, folk plays,
• “Folk Stuff”: types of material culture such as food preparation, crafts,
vernacular architecture, textiles, hair styles, styles of dress
• Folklore of Work and Play: specialized occupational equipment, customs,
specialized language, lore, gestures, jokes, parodies.  Also children or adults at
play, including models, hobbies, and recreation.
• Round and Round: The circle of the seasons and the cycle of life.  Includes
holidays, other celebrations, traditional healing, “rites of passage”, religious and
secular rituals.
• Swapping Stories: oral traditions such as tall tales, urban legends, ghost
stories, hero/heroine myths, trickster tales.
     For more information on Hidden Traditions, contact Gwen Meister at (402)
420-5442 or plainsculture@inebraska.com.  For residency information in general, 
contact Raymond Screws, NHC Senior Program Officer at (402) 474-2131
Extension 103 or ray@nebraskahumanities.org .             Article by Gwen Meister

Hidden Traditions – A Folklife Residency

Albert Fahlbusch, Scottsbluff German
Russian hammered dulcimer maker and
player at his home in 1992. 
                              Photo by Gwen Meister
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7:30 PM at The Loft at the Mill

   A dream was realized when the
Lincoln Arts Council received funding to
find and document folk and traditional
art forms among the refugees and
immigrants who have made Lincoln
their home in recent years.
     Nebraska 's eminent folklorist, Roger
Welsch, is leading the National
Endowment for the Arts project to
survey, catalog and index the artists
and will build bridges enabling them to
share their work with the community.
     The council's executive director, Deb
Weber, says: “I believe that one of the
most important activities the Lincoln
Arts Council can undertake is
connecting with New Americans to let
them know that the art forms they have
brought with them are valued here and
deserve to be preserved.”
     During the last two decades, Lincoln
has become home to more than 30,000
Russians, Bosnians, Sudanese, Iraqis,
Mexicans, Latin Americans and others,
each bringing art forms unique to their
cultures.
  We couldn't have found a more
capable, qualified or enthusiastic
individual to head this project than
Roger Welsch,” says Weber.
     Welsch is a long-time Nebraskan and
native of Lincoln, trained in folklore
scholarship. He is a widely published
author, performer and presenter of the
folk arts. He spent most of his life
teaching in the field of folklore with the
Smithsonian Institution, the National
Endowment for the Arts and the United
States Information Agency. He is
perhaps best known for his 13-year
position with CBS News Sunday
Morning and his long tenure with
Nebraska Educational Television.
 
(continued on page 4, American Folk)

New Americans Folk and 
Traditional Arts Project

LAFTA Group Now Established at Yahoo.com     
A new LAFTA group has been established on the internet at Yahoo.com.  All of you who 
have given LAFTA your email addresses are now members of this group.  This allows us 
to email you a reminder notification of an upcoming concert on a group basis without it 
be considered spam by internet filters.  The addresses are used only for LAFTA business 
and are not shared in any manner.  If you’re not currently on the list and would like to 
receive the the reminder, just go to http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/lafta/   and sign 
on.  Please list your name under the profile so we can keep everyone separate.  If you 
decide you no longer want to participate, just hit the “remove me from this list” line in your 
email and we will no longer send you emails.  There’s no cost, muss or fuss to be a part 
of this group.  Let us know what you think!  We’re always looking to improve.



     LAFTA’s 21st annual meeting and election of  board 
members will be held May 22 at the Dave Moore concert.  All 
eligible paid up members will be able to cast their vote for 
board members to fill four two year spots.  Three board 
members are running for reelection and a fourth spot is 
currently open as the board looks for someone interested in 
the position.  Ballots will be given to members when they 
enter the concert so they cast their votes.
     The position is unpaid and entails meeting once a month in 
the evening.  Members that help set up the concerts and work 
during the concerts are allowed free entry to the performance.  
Board members work together to try and make each year’s concerts better and to
help the LAFTA membership grow .  It’s an exciting time with a new concert site and
new logistics in sponsoring the concerts.   The job can be challenging but rewarding.
If you’re interested in being a board member, contact a LAFTA board member at
any concert or call 580-8656.  
Here’s a list of individuals currently running for another term on the board.
Rebecca Carr
     Rebecca coordinates and hosts the House Concert Series.  She has successfully
obtained grant funding to fully support the house concert series since 2000 and a
songwriting workshop in 2003. In addition, she developed and maintains the LAFTA
website. Rebecca is interested in expanding opportunities for the performance of
acoustic music in Lincoln and in strengthening ties between LAFTA and other music
organizations and venues.  She has been a board member for 6 years.
Bill Zanner
     Bill has been a folk music fan since the days when he watched Hootenanny on
national television (can you imagine that running now?). Before coming to Lincoln,
he volunteered at music venues and festivals in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Despite
any evidence of musical ability, he joins in on the sing-a-longs at concerts, has built
two mountain dulcimers, and is taking fiddle lessons from a very patient instructor.
Bill wants to continue to help as LAFTA makes the Loft at the Mill a home for
traditional musicians and contemporary folk performers, while expanding our
appeal to more of Lincoln's residents. Bill has been a board member for 2 years.
Tom Franti
     Tom, a water resources engineer at UNL, has been a folk music fan since 
seeing Bill Staines perform at a house concert in 1981. He enjoys the local folk
scene in Lincoln and learned to play the guitar three years ago. Tom was
appointed last year to finish a one-year term for a board member that resigned.
This past year he has been active in concert promotion, and is interested in
continuing on the board to improve area's of core mission focus, improving
diversity (in members and programs), volunteer development, and communication.

LAFTA Annual Meeting And Board Election To
Be Held May 22

     Want to make sure you get a seat 
at that special LAFTA concert 
you’ve been waiting for?  Just go 
online to the LAFTA website at http:/
/lafta.nebraska.edu.  Purchase the 
ticket for the show you want and 
either have it held at the door or for 
an extra dollar have it mailed to you.  
The dollar is for the postage, so if 
you buy 20 or 30 tickets at a time 
(we could wish!) it would still be only 
a dollar for the total mailing cost.
     While you’re there, check out the 
website and the performer’s info.  
You can access their music, down-
load a photo or sign up for their 
newsletter.  You can also check the 
links for other music in the area.  
Check it out today!

Folk goes Tech!  
Buy your tickets 

online!

Neal and Leandra Concert 
Another Success

     Neal and Leandra provided a special time 
for the LAFTA audience during their January
10th concert.   It was easy to see why they were
a must see act for the large number of concert
goers.  Old favorites and new tunes kept the
applause rolling.  Their blend of humor and
music work well and their sense of humor is
shown by the satirical version of “Old Love”
(practically their theme song) that they
performed.  Neal and Leandra are a gracious
couple with excellent voices and fine
musicianship.  They brought warmth to a cold
winter night.

PHOTO BY BART HOLMQUIST
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American Folk (continued)

    Project partners include the City of 
Lincoln Office of the Mayor, the 
Hispanic Community Center, the 
Lincoln Interfaith Council's Faces of the 
Middle East and African Multicultural 
projects, Lincoln Action Program, 
KZUM Community Radio Station, 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation 
Department, Lincoln Area Agency on 
Aging, Downtown Lincoln Association, 
Nebraska Educational Telecommuni-
cations and Lincoln Lodging 
Association. An advisory committee of 
representatives from partner 
organizations will help guide the 
project's implementation. They will 
share resources, develop project 
events, exhibitions and performances 
and pursue project sustainability.
    For further information about the 

Lincoln Folk Arts Project, contact the 
Lincoln Arts Council, (402) 570-1157 or 
(402) 434-2787 or e-mail Roger Welsch 
at LincolnFolkArts@hotmail.com. 
        (This article is from the Lincoln Arts Council)

  The LAFTA website (http://
lafta.nebraska.edu/rogersez.html) in- 
cludes Roger’s descriptions about 
some of the gems he's found.  Go 
online and join the treasure hunt!  

Check it out online!



Previews abound on folk 
friendly KZUM radio

 Haven’t heard one of our featured artists
before?  Listen to these fine shows featuring
folk music at KZUM radio, 89.3 FM, for a
preview !
Mon    6:00 - 8:00  p.m. “Exposition Flyer”
Tue     7:00 - 9:00  p.m. “Tuesday Night Drive-In”
Wed    2:00 - 5:00  a.m. “American Fried Music”
Wed    9:00-10:00  a.m. “River City Folk”
Wed  10:00-11:55 a.m. “Acoustic Wheel“
Thurs   6:00 - 8:00 a.m. “A Prairie Sunrise”
Thurs   6:00 - 7:00 p.m. “Celtic Heartland”
Thurs   7:00 - 8:30 p.m. “The Acoustic Cafe”
  Other fine specialty shows have also featured
our showcase artist, so keep on listening and
supporting community radio at KZUM! 
"Powered By the Community"

Put a little LAFTA in your life by joining LAFTA  Today!  If you’re not a member, 
just follow the instructions for the form on the back page and join the fun!

A Novel Idea Bookstore
Used, Rare and Out of Print

Building & Buying Book Collections Since 1991
WE BUY BOOKS ! 

Hardcover and Paperback
118 N. 14 th St. Lincoln NE 68508

(402) 475-8663
www.anovelideabookstore.com

OPEN HARVEST 
NATURAL FOODS 

GROCERY
Lincoln’s Not For Profit Food Co-op

Freshly Baked Bread
 Organically Grown Produce
Deli, Seafood, Fresh Meat

Vitamins / Herbs
 Cruelty-Free Health / Beauty

 Hundreds Of Gluten - And Dairy - Free Products
1618 South St. Lincoln NE 68502

Phone (402) 475-9069
www.openharvest.coop

Groovelily Concert 
Draws A Full House

     The Valentine’s Day concert 
featuring Groovelily was a sold out 
event.   Sweethearts filled the seats and 
special desserts were available to add 
to the mood.   It was not your usual 
concert, since the music featured an 
electric violin, a keyboard and a full set 
of drums, but it was definitely a crowd 
pleasing experience.   The raw energy 
flowed to the crowd and back to the 
band, with some jazz, rock and new folk 
keeping the level high.  The photo at the 
left shows band member Valerie 
Vigoda in full swing with her electric 
violin.  At one point, she left the stage 
and proceeded to dance through the 
audience, much to their delight.  If you 
weren’t there, you should have been!

Something New! Advertising Is Here

 LAFTA’s newsletter is now allowing limited 
advertising.  This helps pay the cost of production and 
allows us to expand the newsletter to something more 
than just a flier of upcoming concerts.  LAFTA is 
growing and improving and we hope our expansion 
will help us highlight these changes such as 
information on our web page, online ticket purchase 
availability, new email concert reminder notification 
and contra dance information.  More room will also us 
to provide more community news of the traditional arts 
around us. We will also be able to print more copies 
for our expanded membership.   We hope you like our 
new look.  Please support our advertisers!

   CONTRA DANCE
7:15 p m first Saturday of 
each Month at Auld 
Recreation Center.  $6 
Donation. For more 
information call (402) 
476-2441 or check the 
LAFTA web site at 
http://lafta.nebraska.edu 

PHOTO BY BART HOLMQUIST

So you want to be a Songwriter

 The members of the Lincoln Songwriters Sweatshop have been meeting since 
1995 and  consist of seasoned music veterans and newbies just starting the field. 
The focus is encouragement of songwriting and growth in ability.  New members 
are always welcomed and meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month 
in a member’s home at 7:30 P.M.  There is no cost or dues, just a desire to learn 
how to bring that music out.  Call 488-0247 for more information.
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Return Service Requested
LAFTA Memberships   (Save $3.00 for regular tickets) 

$10 Individual
$15 Family / Household

Send Large-Print MaterialsNew Renewing

Date

Name(s)

Address
City State             Zip
Phone E-mail

Mail to:  LAFTA  P O Box 30561  Lincoln NE 68503-0561

$25 Friend

$50   Enthusiast
$500 Lifetime Supporter

Is your membership current?  Please check your mailing label for the
expiration date and use the form below to renew or join.

DONATIONS:  LAFTA is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization and will happily accept donations which are
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  If you wish to make an additional gift to help preserve and
promote the music you love, please check the appropriate donor box below and enclose your check.

$____ You name it, we’re grateful! ACOUSTIC MUSIC Plus
Finest Quality Acoustic Guitars & Stringed 

Instruments
LARRIVEE * DEERING * WEBER 
YAIRI / ALVAREZ *GARRISON

 NATIONAL RESOPHONIC * MID-MISSOURI   
CRAFTERS OF TENNESSEE
LOW PRICES  NEW & USED

4812  Adams Lincoln NE 68504   

Phone 402-467-2544

     Don’t want to cut up the newsletter to send in your membership or just want an extra form for a friend?  Just go online 
at http://lafta.nebraska.edu and print a form.  Keep those ticket discounts rolling!   You can also join the LAFTA group 
on the internet at  http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/lafta/   to receive advance concert notices by email.

BIKE PEDALERS  (33rd & B as in Bike) 1353 S 33 rd St   Lincoln NE 68510  
   QUALITY BIKES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES     FLAT & MINOR REPAIRS WHILE YOU WAIT   • GARY FISHER • KONA • 

FREE AGENT • LITESPEED • KHS & MORE  We service all makes.  Open 7 days  Repairs Fully Guaranteed 
 www.bikeped.com              PHONE: 402-474-7000            Rich Rodenburg - owner 

Rich invites you to listen to his show, The Acoustic Wheel, on KZUM radio, 89.3 FM on Wednesday mornings  from 10 to 12 


